
 
 

 
 
 
 

I.​ Call to Order, Baton Pass & Introductions  
 

II.​ Executive Board and Committee Chair Reports (speed version!) 
 

President – Alex Welch 

President-Elect – (Vacant) 

Past President - Kacy Twist 

Treasurer - Ryan Lopez 

Second Treasurer- Brian Fagundes  

Secretary - Julie Vance 

Chapter Representative - Howard Clark 

Membership Coordinator - Mitchell Coleman 

Newsletter Editor and Webmaster - Howard Clark 

Historian - Jeff Davis 

Professional Development Committee Chair - Ashleigh Pryor 

Conservation Affairs Committee Chair - Skip Moss 

Granting Committee Chair - Lori Bono 

Bylaws Committee Chair - Kiersten Abarca 

Café Scientifique Committee Chair - Rory Telemeco 

Outreach Coordinator - Michelle Harris 

Merchandise Manager- Megan McCormick 

Diversity Committee Chair – Carolyn Buesch 

Audit Committee Chair – Brian Fagundes 

Student Outreach Chair – Francesca Cannizzo 

Nominating and Elections Committee Chair - (Vacant) 

 
Jim Sedinger introduced himself. TWS-WS liaison to TWS. TWS wants to hear from Section folks. Asked if position on new 
federal administration. Someone asked about scientific collection permit timing and TWS input.   
 
Call mtg to order 820 PM. Quick introductions. See sign in sheet. Online: Francesca (Westerveldt),  Katherine Phillips 
(Colibri), Sarah Jacobsen (Colibri) 
 

●​ Alex (President): No Report (NR), other items covered below. 
●​ Ryan (Treasurer/second treasurer): $57,306 balance. Working on getting Brian Fagundes access to accounts. 
●​ Howard (Chapter Representative): TWS-WS Board mtg 8 hours. Next mtg in Monterey 2026. Several western 

section members. Several WS planned. Section fees likely raised but will be evaluating.  
●​ Mitchell (Membership Coordinator): Not Present (NP)/NR 
●​ Howard (Webmaster): website up to date. Haven’t done a newsletter for a while. Email blurbs might be more 

effective, Lots of insta for WS annual mtg. Can post own photos to insta and tag chapter for repost. If do 
newsletter should be before NCC. NCC: Save the date 3/20/25, Hodels in Bakersfield.  

●​ Jeff (Historian): NP/NR. Howard: Jeff does a nice summary for the website. 
●​ Ashleigh (Professional Development): WS has a lot of WS planned: Monarch, spadefoot (Fort Hunter Ligget), Bat 

WS for Section (Ashleigh assisting), Bumblebee WS 4 days in Truckee. People probably want BUOW. Likely more 
content for BUOW re applied permit/project information in a year or so. 

●​ Skip (Conservation Affairs): Skip highlighted purpose of cons affairs. Examples: possible changes to ESA, CWA, 
etc. Always need help writing and reviewing letters. New TWS-WS Cons Affairs chair (Lisa Fields) 

●​ Lori (Grants): $5200 in chap grants for TWS-WS conference; 6 grants. Also granted $2000 research grants and 
$2000 to Cat Haven. Have research grants, people can apply year round, open to all Chapter members. Chapter 
granted 2/3 of what TWS-WS did! Lori has 0gotten some nice notes from students and how much it matters. 

●​ Kiersten (Bylaws): NP/NR 
●​ Rory (Café Scientifique): venue to have scientists interact with non-scientists. Chapter helped revive: created a 

working group with Rory and a few CSUF professors, meet once per month (7 PM). Resumed events in Aug 2024, 



remarkably successful. Held on first Tues of month at Tioga. Eventually want paired events in Bakerfield. ACTION 
ITEM: Pat (Pacific NWRS) will help with Bakersfield. Speaking to mostly non scientists. Previous topics included 
BNLL, coriceps and zombie fungi, microbiome and soil, CSUF re bat ecol in SEKI, science of emotions, 
anthropology of human remains, biases in eyewitness ID. Strong bio slant. Need to add to chapter info. Good 
way for students to present to non scientists. Maybe talk to KVPR re event. Also host a companion radio show 
(Science as Candle in the Dark) on 88.1 on third Thurs of each month. If want something pushed out can email 
Alex Welch. Sponsorship for 3 mo $2500. Chapter can consider. Made motion. Julie said that she can talk about 
newts at some point.  

●​ Michelle Harris (outreach): Attended diversity committee mtg; looking at how to partner with TWS-WS. Need to 
maybe sponsor table at earth day event. Clovis CC sponsoring field bio AA degree.    

●​ Meagan (Merch): Snake and SJV stickers at Chapter table at TWS-WS Annual conference, sold many. Logo totes, 
sold many. Had 25 totes. Also sold Brian Cypher’s books (had 25), sold several snake shirts through Bonfire. 
Donating snake shirt sales to Emily Taylor for rattlesnake relocations. Should put on website. QR code on booth. 
Jim and Mary dropped off books with errors, gave to students and early career professionals.  

●​ Carolyn (Diversity): Helping with TWS-WS auction, Will be helping with diversity event in Los Banos. 
●​ Francesca (Student Outreach): NR 

 
III.​ Approval of Minutes from 9-5-2024 Board Meeting. Table to next meeting.  
IV.​ Executive Board and Committee Chair Discussion 

a)​ 2025 President Elect Nominations: Mario Gaytan. Work through bylaws, need to change bylaws to 

give more flexibility for online elections. ACTION ITEM: Julie Vance will look at bylaws and process. 

Need nominating committee. Brian Fagundes will be committee chair, Meagan McCormick will be 

second, Howard will assist. 

V.​ Events/Workshops in 2025 
a.​ Rattlesnake Workshop March 8- Bakersfield. Filled quickly, added second snake and doubled class 

size, 8 slots still avail. At BLM Bakersfield office. Offering at lower price than typical. $175 per 
attendee. 

b.​ Natural Communities Conference (NCC): Bakersfield (March 20, 2025). Call for papers went out. Had 
request from member to sell stuffed animals. Getting contract signed with Hodels. Will have 20 min 
talks and lightning talks. Could do posters too. Need NCC planning committee: Erica will MC, 
Ashleigh, Kacey, Alex, Alexis, and Ryan will be on planning committee. Cost will be $40 non 
members, $35 members. Asking for sponsors to help keep costs low. Will be Chapter mtg afterwards. 

c.​ Legless Lizard Workshop - Bakersfield (March 21). Not yet announced. Details TBD, 1 to 1.5 days, at 
BLM, will be site visits. 

d.​ Skull ID - Bakersfield (April). With former colleague of MBI, lives in Kernville. Has an extensive skull 
collection, will be full day at MBI.  

e.​ BNLL Workshop – TBD (May).  
f.​ CESA Workshop - Fresno (October) 
g.​ Small Mammal Trapping Workshop – Bakersfield/Lokern (November) 
h.​ Other options possible (burrowing owl (2026), bumble bee field day) 

 
Switched from Eventbrite to Zeffy as an alternative for workshop registration. Free as NGO. Eventbrite was taking $.  
 

VI.​ Field Trips and Other Activities 
i.​ Café Scientifique (continues) 
j.​ Happy Hour: ACTION ITEM: Julie will plan one for Fresno. Carolyn wants to plan a hike. 

 
Champions of Wildlife Award presented to Randi McCormick.  



VII. Other Items & Adjourn 949 PM

Attendees 
Bobby Kamanski (CNLM) 
Alexis Noble (Dudek) 
Emily Garcia Dudek) 
Jacqueline Baca (UCLA) 
Cameron Reid  
Pedro Garcia 
Bill Vanherweg 
Marile Colinies 
Colleen DelVecchio  
Ryan Lopez (NRG) 
Julie Vance (CDFW) 
Rachel Lopez  
Cynthia Morales 
Shelby Helmuth (HT Harvey) 
Meagan Means (BLM) 
Tala Davis (Colibri) 
Ashleigh Prior (MBI) 
Skip Moss (NRG) 
Christine Van Horn Job (MBI) 
Rory Telemeco (Fresno Chaffee Zoo) 
Anita Lahey 
Lori Bono (CDFW) 
Curtis Uptain (QK) 
Rainey Davis (MBI) 
Brian Fagundes (Point Blue) 
Mario Gaytan  
Mary Whitfield  
Brian Cypher (ESRP) 
Michelle Harris (Colibri) 
Megan McCormick (MBI) 
Marisol Gutierrez  
Pat Lorch (Southern Sierra RS) 
Margaret Mercer  
Amy Fetters (MBI) 
Steve ? (Fresno Chaffee Zoo) 
Jack Gerstenberg 
Bailey Christencon(MBI) 
Erica Kelley (ESRP) 
Jaime Rudd (ESRP) 
Luca Kuziel (UC Merced) 
Jessica Calderon 

President tws.sjv.president@gmail.com Granting Committee Chair tws.sjv.grants@gmail.com 

Secretary tws.sjv.secretary@gmail.com Webmaster & newsletter sjv.website@gmail.com 

Treasurer tws.sjv.treasurer@gmail.com Membership coordinator tws.sjv.membershipcoordinator@gmail.com 

Program Development tws.sjv.prodev@gmail.com Conservation Affairs tws.sjv.conservation@gmail.com 

Chapter Historian tws.sjv.historian@gmail.com Zoom Account tws.sjv.zoom@gmail.com 

Outreach tws.sjv.outreach@gmail.com 
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