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I.​ Call to Order & Introductions 
II.​ Executive Board and Committee Chair Reports: 

 
President – Kacy Twist 

President-Elect – Alexander Welch 

Past President - Kiersten Abarca 

Treasurer - Ryan Lopez 

Secretary - Julie Vance 

Chapter Representative - Howard Clark 

Membership Coordinator - Mitchell Coleman 

Newsletter Editor and Webmaster - Howard Clark 

Historian - Jeff Davis 

Professional Development Committee Chair - Ashleigh Pryor 

Conservation Affairs Committee Chair - Skip Moss 

Granting Committee Chair - Lori Bono 

Bylaws Committee Chair - Kiersten Abarca 

Café Scientific Committee Chair - Rory Telemeco 

Outreach Coordinator - Michelle Harris 

Merchandise Manager- Megan McCormick 

Diversity Committee Chair (Vacant) 

Audit Committee Chair (Vacant) 

Student Chapter Liaison (Vacant) 

Nominating and Elections Committee Chair Tory Westall 

See meeting recording before this point.  

 

 

Ryan (Treasurer): Bank of America balance: As of Jan 1, 2024 - $52,202.73, on Sep 5, 2024- $58,273.87 

Kiersten (Past President): No Report (NR)  

Howard (Chpter Rep): Visalia TWS-WS in Feb 2025. TWS-WS starting planning committee. Chapter should have a booth, 
Colibri considering. TWS-WS will have board meeting in a few weeks (9/14/24) and will discuss section activities at 
annual mtg.  

Mitchell (Membership Coordinator): NR. Alex did figure out a subscription button on the website, which is now on there; 
goes to mail chimp.     

Howard (Newsletter/Webmaster): Updated website with link, when minutes approved will upload, been keeping social 
media updated. When fill new committee positions, will need bio for website.  

Jeff: Not Present (NP)/NR 

Ashleigh (Professional Development Committee): Have not been able to handle rattlesnake handling WS, maybe have 
later in year or next year? Actively planning CESA workshop with CDFW; October 15-16 locked in. Craig Bailey (CDFW) 
and his staff doing content. Previous MBI employee interested in doing a skull ID WS, would be one day if we are 
interested. Helping Jeanine plan small mammal symposium (focus on T&E small mammals) in advance of the Feb 2025 
Annual Mtg in Visalia; will be all day Monday and first half of Tuesday. Recommended reaching out to Craig Fiehler and 
Erin Tennant (both CDFW). 

Skip (Conservation Affairs): NP. Only tracking BUOW listing. 

Lori (Granting Committee Chair): NP. Emailed report to board. We have used all of our allocated research grant budget 
for this year. However, if we have additional members apply for research grants, the board can always vote to do a 
one-time increase of the budget to approve additional grant applications.  If anyone else applies for a research grant I 
will reach out to the board for a vote.  However, we’re past the prime field season so I don’t expect to receive any more 
applications this year. Once registration opens for the TWS-WS conference I’ll take a look at the registration costs and 
send a proposal to the board for travel grants for early career professionals and students.  I just need to wait until the 
fees are posted so I can see what the cost will be to propose an adequate budget for the travel grants. 

Rory (Café Scientific Committee Chair): NP. Ryan attended and reported. Last presentation was on BNLL breeding 
program, filled room. Jazz band outside. Next one will be mycologist from CSUF on October 1 at 7 PM (Will it Really be 
the Last of Us, CA fungal parasites).   



Michelle (Outreach Coordinator): NP 

Meagan (Merchandise Manager): Did locate merch stored at MBI. Will inventory and will send to Ryan.  

Ryan: Need audit committee chair, which is like second treasurer. ACTION ITEM: Will get email inquiry out for interest. 
Brian Fagundes indicated interest. Brian is now the audit committee chair.  

Need student and early career outreach chair: Francesca willing to help. Not at school, used to work at UC Merced. 
Should not be Student Chapter rather, it should be student participation. Brian Fagundes can help Francesca. Can follow 
up offline about Career fair. Not in our bylaws so cannot tie to student chapter. Alex has made some outreach materials, 
but should put together small budget for tablecloth etc. Michelle Harris should also be involved since already in outreach 
position. Meagan Means said if Francesca would like help doing outreach in Bakersfield, that she is happy help reach to 
people at the Bako colleges. Alex Welsch will help as well. Propose $500 for tablecloth, etc.  Current budget $300.  

2025 Nominations: Pres Elect, and any others that are wanting to exit their position. Howard has another year, willing to 
be Chapter Pres after term out as Chap Rep in one year. Julie may be willing to be Chapter Rep after Howard terms out.   

Have several vacant chairs: Diversity, Audit, Student Chapter 

Carolyn Buesch said that she would be interested in helping with the diversity committee or western section rep. Caroyn 
will be diversity committee chair.  

Approval of Minutes from 12-7-23 and 2-8-24 Board Meetings: Alex motioned, Mitchell seconded. Passed unanimously.  

 
III.​ SJV Chapter Diversity Committee Chair Discussion- “The Diversity Committee works to attract, encourage, 

and fully develop talent from the full range of our member’s diverse backgrounds. The Chairperson attends 4 
quarterly virtual meetings and receives emails from the TWS Diversity Committee then creates a report of 
the information to send to the Executive Board. They work with Membership Coordinator to present that 
information to the Chapter Membership.” Howard gets tagged on these items by default. There is a lot of 
interest by TWS-WS committee, want to do events, Howard stretched thin, and would like someone to lead. 
Then Howard could pass on info. Our Chapter has not had diversity chair before. ACTION ITEM: Howard will 
out together email to send out. Kathy McCloughlin-Wood looking for people than can do different things 
with new Tule Basin trust; interested in talent we have in SJV.   
 

IV.​ Workshops in 2024 
a.​ Urban SJKF Workshop – April 12-14, 2024. Went really well, at CSUB. Did walk arounds to show 

students urban dens and natural/natal dens. Did during pupping season so that pups could be 
observed. Rained, but was OK because while indoors. Probably will do another one every other year. 
But same time as BNLL WS, so might want to alternate. BNLL WS a lot to organize. Still have people 
on waitlist, was 20-25 attendees.      

b.​ Rattle Handling Workshop – Summer (Bakersfield) 2024 see above. 
c.​ CESA Workshop (October 2024) see above. Discussed possible fees, don’t want to make too much. 

Holds 250 but only have chairs for 100. Talked about size. Maybe cap at chairs (100).  250 person 
capacity, $~1,850 for two days, assuming 8 hours per day. $300 for hours 1-3, then $125 each 
additional hour. This includes a 50% non-profit discount (~$3,700 without the discount) ​
Restrooms included. Room for catering or taco trucks onsite. 100 chairs with tables available. If need 
additional chairs, we would need to supply. Taco trucks likely would have too big of a line. ACTION 
ITEM: Ryan will ask SJR Trust if have caterers that they like.   

 
V.​ Workshops in 2025 

a.​ Legless Lizard Workshop (February or March?) 
b.​ BNLL Workshop – Spring 2025. Def interest. Ashleigh up to plan, she needs help with workshop. 

BNLL WS planning committee: Kacey, Anita, Stephanie, Ben, and Ryan planning committee. 
c.​ Others? Bumble bee workshop? Talked about a bee field day for people to learn how to collect, and 

related techniques, collab with Xerces. Western Section did this before. Could possibly have at 
Carrizo BLM. Would support atlas work and would not conflict with Western Section bee WS. Free 

d.​ Mentioned possible BUOW WS, given likely candidacy. Western Section has previously put on BUOW 
symposium. This would be more field based. Wind Wolves might be a good location. Would be 
interest if CDFW staff went over expectations and survey expectations. Timing: end of nesting 
season? Possible examples of BUOW artificial burrows. Is a BUOW preservation society up north. 



Possible experience with BUOW WS. Might be worth touching basis with San Diego Zoo led the last 
BUOW symposium. Brian Fagundes with experience. So Cal Chapter and Elkhorn Slough has WS.           

 
VI.​ Field Trips and Other Activities 

a.​ Café Scientifique – “Saving California’s Dragons” 
b.​ Happy Hour? ACTION ITEM: Still need to get something on the calendar (Julie Vance). 
c.​ Merch Store What do we have? Still have some mugs. Don’t have a good pool of graphics to pull 

from. Most of mug designs were theirs but we provided some like the kit fox. Want to do bags, shirts, 
and mugs. Mugs are pricey because hand made one at a time. Brian running new logo and art 
competition for HSU alumni. Francesca said Westerveldt can partner with others as well on their 
designs. ACTION ITEM: Once HSU alum effort completed, Brian can share his art competition 
recommendations and requirements.      

 
VII.​ Other 

 
Randi: Café Scientifique has small dedicated group to plan. Really for public outreach; it is meant as scientific outreach 
to the public and won’t always be wildlife based. Always at the Tioga-Sequoia downtown. Chapter previously voted to 
support the series. ACTION ITEM: Mitchell will get info out re Oct 1 event.  
 
Randi looking for those interested in the Section Pre Elect. Conservation Affairs vacancy. Contact Randi if interested.  
 
Candace Renger (TWS-WS organizer): Needs help with a few things. Local diversity in speakers. Field trips. Will open 
reg at end of Sept. Anyone interested in leading field trips? Should be within an hour or so of the meeting location. 
Reach out to Candace with ideas, or Chapter can organize proposals.  ACTION ITEM: Ryan and Brian will work with 
Candace, any ideas work with Brian Fagundes and Ryan. Kaweah Oaks Preserve, Pixley NWR, Allensworth, Fresno Zoo 
BNLL program.  Budgets if there are costs? Will pass along.   
 
Brian Cypher doing talk at university near McKinleyville. Will send out link. Also a book in print, will send out info 
soon.  He will donate a couple for raffle, out early to mid November. When passing through on 9/30 could do happy 
hour in Bakersfield. Lengthwise (District) at 5 PM?  
 

President tws.sjv.president@gmail.com Granting Committee Chair tws.sjv.grants@gmail.com 

Secretary tws.sjv.secretary@gmail.com Webmaster & newsletter sjv.website@gmail.com 

Treasurer tws.sjv.treasurer@gmail.com Membership coordinator tws.sjv.membershipcoordinator@gmail.com 

Program Development tws.sjv.prodev@gmail.com Conservation Affairs tws.sjv.conservation@gmail.com 

Chapter Historian tws.sjv.historian@gmail.com Zoom Account tws.sjv.zoom@gmail.com 
    

Motion to adjourn Kacey, second Vance, passed unanimously 

 

Attendees: 

Julie Vance 

Kacey Twist 

Ryan Lopez 

Antje Lauer 

Candace Renger 

Alex Welch 

Howard Clark 

Mitchell Coleman 

Brian Fagundes, Ryan.b.fagundes04@gmail.com 

Kathy Wood-McLaughlin 

Ben Delancey, Ben.delancey@gmail.com 

Carolyn Buesch, Carolynbuesch@gmail.com 

Katherine Phillips 

Abby Gwinn 
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Mario Gaytan 

Keyanna Pinto 

Randi McCormick 

Donna Noce 

Meagan Means 

Brian Cypher 

Francesca Cannizzo, Francesca.cannizzo@yahoo.com 

Rob Kelty 

Stephanie Doria, stephaniel.doria@gmail.com 

Mario Gaytan 

Abby Gwinn 

Anita Lahey 

 

mailto:Francesca.cannizzo@yahoo.com
mailto:stephaniel.doria@gmail.com

